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As part of our partnership with 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, the RIIL 

shares this great news about our 
Fall Sports Weekend. With this 
coupon, RIIL athletes and their 
families save 20% at any Dick’s 

Sporting Goods Store when 
gearing up for the new fall sports 

season! 

Valid Aug 14-17, 2026





Official RIIL Tournament Ball Agreements
The RIIL continues its 5-year official ball agreements for football, soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball, and softball. 

The balls listed below are the official balls to be used in all home/neutral site playoff games and championships in their 
respective sports through the 2027-28 school year.

Official Football of the RIIL 
WILSON GST GAME FOOTBALL
Official Basketball of the RIIL

WILSON NCAA EVO NXT OFFICIAL GAME BASKETBALL
Contact:

Brian Meehan
brian.meehan@wilson.com ---- 617-510-6575

Official Soccer Ball of the RIIL 
SELECT ROYALE 

Contact:
Dave Cogliandro

Cogliandro79@charter.net --- 508-864-9247

Official Volleyball of the RIIL
MIKASA VFC1000 PREMIUM LEATHER GAME BALL

Contact:
Dave Meciak

bmsales@aol.com --- 508-612-1600

Official Baseball of the RIIL
WILSON A1010 PRO SERIES SST BASEBALLS

Official Softball of the RIIL
WILSON A9011 NFHS LEATHER POLYCORE SOFTBALLS

Contact:
Bill McDermott

bill.mcdermott@wilson.com --- 973-769-3400

https://www.wilson.com/en-us/product/gst-game-football-wf10005#size=52979&colorsteamname=54914
https://www.wilson.com/en-us/product/ncaa-evo-nxt-game-ball-wz10033#colorsteamname=93848
mailto:brian.meehan@wilson.com
https://us.select-sport.com/collections/riil
mailto:Cogliandro79@charter.net
https://mikasasports.com/shop/indoor-volleyball/vfc1000-series/?attribute_pa_color=usa-colors
mailto:bmsales@aol.com
https://www.wilson.com/en-us/product/a1010bprosst-wbd3049#size=78593&axis=78641
https://www.wilson.com/en-us/product/a9011-12-wbd3106#size=78575&axis=78632
mailto:bill.mcdermott@wilson.com


R.I. INTERSCHOLASTIC INJURY FUND
http://www.injuryfund.org/

injuryfund.org
http://www.injuryfund.org/


ELIGIBILITY
BEFORE ANY STUDENT I S  ALLOWED TO PARTI CI PATE I N  A 
GAME,  THEY MUST BE PROPERLY CLEARED FOR 
ELI GI BI LI TY BY ALL RI I L RULES &  REGULATI ONS AND 
ANY ADDI TI ONAL SCHOOL REQUI REMENTS

• Enrollment

• Assumption of risk forms

• Medical clearance

• Age

• 8-semester limit

• Academics

• Transfers

• CTE Pathways

• Alternative schools

If a student-athlete arrives 
at the first day of practice 

without the proper 
clearance, they should not 
be allowed to participate! 

Send student to your 
school administration.



ELIGIBILITY LIST
• Fa l l  E l ig ib i l i t y  L is t  (w i th in  10  days  o f  the  s ta r t  da te  o f  the  

fa l l  spor ts  season) :

• Fall 2026 Deadline: Thursday, August 27th    

• To fu r ther  p ro tec t  schoo ls  and  admin is t ra to rs :  

• All Head Coaches must use the Official Rosters posted on the RIIL 

website for any game-related purpose. 

• We are asking Athletic Directors and Officials to help enforce.



Responsibilities to Officials
• Improved relationships with coaches and teams are necessary

• Creating a safe environment for officials – dressing room, parking, security (before, 
during and after game).

NFHS Fall Sports Officials Appreciation Week – October 4th – 10th 
Suggested ways to show appreciation:

➢ Officials’ appreciation week banners and signage on the fence, wall, etc., surrounding the contest playing area.

➢ Gift cards/cookies/donuts/other items presented to the crew by both the home and visiting team.

➢ Photos of the officiating crew with both teams and coaches prior to the start of the game (or at the end, depending 

on timing).

➢ Read a PSA at the start of the game, thanking the crew for working the contest.

➢ Student escorts of the crew onto the field/court/pitch.

➢ “Thank you” cards, signed by the team and coaching staff.

➢ Special appreciation signage in the officials’ locker room.

➢ Recorded “thank you” messages from student-athletes and 

coaches to officials, posted on social media.

➢ These are just some examples of what schools can do – the 

possibilities are endless!

2026-27 
Officials Appreciation Week Dates  

Fall: October 4-10, 2026
Winter: January 10-16, 2027

Spring: April 4-10, 2027



RIIL SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
UPDATE

• Emergency Action Plans
➢ AED
➢ Pregame Safety Card

• REAP Concussion Management

• NFHS SMAC Risk Minimization in Football Contact Drills 

• Heat Acclimatization (Article 7) – IMPORTANT!!!

➢ Wet Bulb Globe Thermometer (WBGT)

➢ Cold Water Immersion Tub

➢ NFHS SMAC Exertional Heat Stroke in Football Lineman

George Finn
Barrington H.S. Athletic Director 

& Chair of the RIIL SMAC



EMERGENCY ACTION PLANS
As you plan for the start of fall sports and activities, coaches are encouraged to 
make sure that there is an Emergency Action Plan in place for their team and that 
the plan is reviewed and practiced with the players, coaches, staff and athletic 
trainers to ensure a quick response in the event of an emergency.

Resources for Schools

•Korey Stringer Institute Emergency Action Plan Guidance & Templates

•Anyone Can Save a Life Emergency Action Planning Program

•National Athletic Trainers Association (NATA) Position Statement – Emergency Planning in Athletics

https://ksi.uconn.edu/prevention/emergency-action-plans/
https://ksi.uconn.edu/prevention/emergency-action-plans/
http://www.anyonecansavealife.org/
http://www.anyonecansavealife.org/
https://rst6-livesite.rschooltoday.com/sites/riil.org/files/files/Private_User/ri/NATA%20Statement%20Emergency%20Planning%20in%20Athletics.pdf
https://rst6-livesite.rschooltoday.com/sites/riil.org/files/files/Private_User/ri/NATA%20Statement%20Emergency%20Planning%20in%20Athletics.pdf
https://rst6-livesite.rschooltoday.com/sites/riil.org/files/files/Private_User/ri/NATA%20Statement%20Emergency%20Planning%20in%20Athletics.pdf
https://rst6-livesite.rschooltoday.com/sites/riil.org/files/files/Private_User/ri/NATA%20Statement%20Emergency%20Planning%20in%20Athletics.pdf


RIIL  SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE



CLICK IMAGE TO VIEW PRESENTATION

https://biari.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Rhode-Island-2020-REAP-20pg_Final.pdf


HEAT ACCLIMATIZATION

In preparation for the fall preseason, school administrators, athletic directors, coaches and staff members are reminded of the importance of activity and 
practice modifications.  THIS IS NOT JUST A FOOTBALL ISSUE.  Any student participating in an outdoor sport or activity in the heat is vulnerable 
to heat illness, including participants in activities such as marching band, cheer and also volleyball players practicing in hot gyms without air conditioning.

It is crucial that heat acclimatizing guidelines are strictly followed, especially during the first 3-4 days of the practices. 
This is the time when our students are most vulnerable to the heat.

Resources for Schools:
•Heat Acclimatization Rules (Article 7, Section 3 C)
•NFHS Heat Acclimatization and Heat Illness Prevention Position Statement
•NFHS Position Statement and Recommendations for Maintaining Hydration to Optimize Performance and Minimize the Risk for Exertional Heat Illness

This is the peak time of the year for risk of heat-related illnesses and deaths.  Nationally, during the last 10-year period, the National Center for 
Catastrophic Sport Injury Research (NCCSIR) captured a total of 42 exertional heat stroke events in high school athletes (29 football, 6 cross country, 3 
soccer, 3 basketball, and 1 cheer).  Of these 42 exertional heat stroke events, 18 (42.9%) athletes died (15 football, 2 basketball, and 1 soccer).

Did You Know?

& HYDRATION

https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919613/nfhs-heat-acclimatization-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/media/5919614/nfhs-hydration-position-statement-april-2022-final.pdf


COLD WATER IMMERSION TUBS
The RIIL SMAC recommends that Cold Water Immersion Tubs be on site for warm weather activities.

In the event of Exertional 
Heat Stroke (EHS), the 

primary goal is to cool the 
patient immediately and as 

rapidly as possible. The 
most effective way to 
decrease core body 

temperature is full-body 
cold water immersion (CWI) 

in a pool or tub.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFjH6Zmo59A


RIIL SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEDICAL COVERAGE FOR ATHLETIC EVENTS



RIIL SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEDICAL COVERAGE FOR ATHLETIC EVENTS

CONTINUED . . . 



SPORTSMANSHIP
A coaches’ actions, attitude, and words are the determining factor in 

how their student-athletes will interact with teammates, opponents, 

officials, and spectators during interscholastic events. 

• What you permit, you promote

• What you allow, you encourage

• What you condone, you own.



RIIL RULES & REGULATIONS
ARTICLE 12 - SPORTSMANSHIP

COACH

The coach plays a critical role in supporting and enhancing good sportsmanship. The coach must accept primary 

responsibility for the behavior and actions of his/her players and assistant coaches, during and after all games. The 

coach serves as a role model for his/her players, their parents and the spectators. The coach must always be in control, 

practice sound values and ethics and always pursue victory with honor.

1.Will model ethics and sportsmanship, always pursue victory with honor and maintain dignity and self-control.

2.Shall stay informed about sound coaching techniques and the physical, mental, and emotional development of the 

student-athlete.

3.Will teach players the rules of the game and to respect the game, officials, and opponents and will take action when 

athletes exhibit poor sportsmanship.

4.Will place the academic, emotional, physical and moral well being of student-athletes above desires and pressures to 

win.

5.Will be an ambassador for sport among athletes, schools, families and the community.

6.Will abide by the rules of the game and RIIL in letter and spirit.

7.Shall exemplify high moral character, behavior and leadership, lead by example and set a standard for players and 

spectators to follow.

8.Will respect the integrity and judgment of game officials.



CL I CK  HERE FOR  THE  F R E E  TOOLK I T  THAT  F EATURES  R E SOURCES  YOU  CAN  
USE  TO  PROACT I VE LY  ADDRESS BAD BEHAV IOR  AT  YOUR  SCHOOL’ S  ATHLE T I C  

EVENTS .  I T  I NCLUDES  A PARENT- P LAYER  CONTRACT,  P R I N TABLE  F LY ERS ,  
P ROGRAM ADS  AND  MORE !

A picture containing text, outdoor, screenshot

Description automatically generated

https://benchbadbehavior.com/toolkit?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BenchBadBehavior%20-%2010.27.22&utm_id=4327733&utm_term=&dlv-emuid=f8350861-d1ee-46d7-84a9-f44012de167f&dlv-mlid=4327733


Education-Based Athletics



PARTICIPATION 

& RIGOR
Self-evaluate based on the number of students your education-based 

athletic program benefits with rigor.   Is your program:

• Increasing Student-Athlete Participation?

• Offering all Sub-Varsity Levels?

• Removing Barriers to Participation for Student-Athletes?

• Maintaining Balance between Competitions & Practices?



COACHING 
REQUIREMENTS



RIIL RULES & REGULATIONS
ARTICLE 13 – COACHING REQUIREMENT

Section 1.  Coaches Certification

Member school Principals or their designee are responsible for 

ensuring that all coaches, paid or unpaid at all levels (Varsity, Sub-

Varsity, and Volunteers) meet the RIIL Coaching Requirements.

All Head Coaches. Assistant Coaches, and Volunteer Coaches must 

be in compliance with the Initial Certification Requirements outlined 

in Article 13.
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RULES SPOTLIGHT

POSTPONEMENT & RESCHEDULING OF GAMES

A. Where unusual circumstances prevail or where weather conditions are 
unfavorable, a game may be postponed by mutual consent of the Principals, 
or Athletic Directors.

B. By mutual availability of the schools involved and confirmation of 
facility/officials availability, postponed games shall be rescheduled to the 
next day (including weekends and/or school vacations).

Article 4, Section 2.



RULES SPOTLIGHT

Game Supervision
The home team is to be held responsible for conditions involving spectators and shall always have present an 
authorized representative of the school to take this responsibility.

1. An adult game supervisor must be present at ice hockey, basketball, field hockey, lacrosse, baseball, 
softball, football, soccer, volleyball and wrestling contests. The supervisor shall not be a student nor a 
coach involved with the game. The supervisor shall identify himself or herself to the game officials thirty 
(30) minutes prior to the start of the game. The supervisor shall be responsible for game administration 
and crowd control. In the event of a problem, he/she must notify the RIIL office the next day and submit 
a written report detailing the incident(s).

2. Where necessary, police protection should be present, and no hesitation exercised in ejecting from any 
school game any spectator, or group of spectators, whose conduct cannot be controlled by a warning, 
and whose further presence is prejudicial to the interest and/or outcome of the game.

Article 2, Section 3.D.1.



RULES SPOTLIGHT

SCORE REPORTING

ALL scores, including Varsity, Junior Varsity, Freshmen, and Middle School must be reported

A. Game Score Reports:  All RIIL league contest scores are to be reported on-line on the RIIL Website. 

Coaches obtain access to the system through their AD. 

 1) The home team shall report scores within 48 hours of the end of the contest 

  3) Penalty: Failure to report scores will result in a twenty-dollar ($20.00) fine for each contest not 

reported. Schools will be billed at the end of the season

Article 6, Section 14



Head Coaches’ Responsibility to Report Scores
Article 6, Section 14. MANDATORY GAME SCORE REPORTS AND COACHES REGISTRATION

Game Score Reports: All RIIL league contest scores are to be reported on-line on the RIIL Website. 

Coaches obtain access to enter scores through their Athletic Director.

The home team (coach/athletic director) is responsible for reporting scores for all competitions within 24 hrs

• Cross Country - MileSplit

• Girls & Boys Tennis - Universal Tennis

• Soccer Y/R Cards – Fusion Point (updated Rule in Handbook)

• Ice Hockey PM - Fusion Point 

• Indoor & Outdoor Track & Field - MileSplit 

• Swimming – SwimTopia 

• Wrestling - Track Wrestling 

• Baseball Pitch Counts - Fusion Point 

• Softball Pitch Counts - Fusion Point 

• Golf – iWanamaker



RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Home Page

Use the Sign-Up feature the first-
time logging in after being appointed 
by your Athletic Director in the RIIL 
system

Use the Login link every time after  

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Main Menu:  Sport Info Pages

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Sport-Specific Home Pages

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

LINK to NFHS Sport Page

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 
LINK to RIIL Sport Handbook 

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 
Main Menu:  Eligibility Center

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 
Coach’s Eligibility Center

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 
Coach’s Certification Upload

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 
Certification Upload & Acknowledgments

http://www.riil.org/


SCHOOL HONOR ROLL PROGRAM
COACHES LEVEL 1 CERTIFICATE

1-2-3 Steps 

To Downloading

Your Certificate



Step 1: Sign in to 

NFHSLearn.com



Step 2: Click on 

“My Certificates”



Step 3: Select 

“My Credentials”

&

Download 

NFHS Coach 

Level 1 Certificate



RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Main Menu:  Schedules & Score Entry

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Schedules & Score Entry

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Main Menu:  School Homepages

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

School Websites

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

School Websites

http://www.riil.org/


New   RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Team Schedules & Subscribe for Families

http://www.riil.org/


RI Interscholastic League Website:  www.riil.org 

Main Menu:  Standings, Brackets, & Postseason Results

http://www.riil.org/




Explore

Attend

Stream

Analysis &

Breakdowns

Connect

ESPN

Tickets

MLB.TV

Braves.com



THE COMPLETE COACHING 
ANALYTICS SOLUTION FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL SPORTS



Reduce administrative workload 

with automatic workflows using 

NFHS Network cameras

Affordable, transparent pricing 

and unlimited storage

Boost program visibility with

MaxPreps integration*

Re-purpose coaching 

tools for fan engagement 

content*

*available under the Advanced Breakdown package

THE ADVANTAGE





Frequently Asked Questions

Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence

FAQ

SUPPORT.MAXPREPS.COM


RIIL INITIATIVES 
FOR 

2026-2027



https://insideoutinitiative.org/


Date & 

Registration 

information will 

be sent out to the 

schools in 

September!!!



Stay Tuned . . . 
4TH annual RIIL KyleCares Teen 

Mental Health Summit
Thursday, January 7, 2027

At Rhode Island College



For the last 13 
years, the RIIL has 
partnered with the 

Taylor Hooton 
Foundation to 

provide FREE OCC 
programming to 

schools, thanks to 
a grant from the 

Rhode Island 
Foundation! 

Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence

operationcleancomp.com


Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence

Click HERE for 
more information 

and resources

https://www.riil.org/page/6951
https://www.riil.org/resources/Students%20and%20Parents/Operation%20Clean%20Competition/Operation%20Clean%20Competition%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.riil.org/resources/Students%20and%20Parents/Operation%20Clean%20Competition/Operation%20Clean%20Competition%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.riil.org/resources/Students%20and%20Parents/Operation%20Clean%20Competition/Operation%20Clean%20Competition%20Toolkit%20for%20Schools.pdf


COMING NEXT SPRING! 

3RD ANNUAL NAVIGANT CREDIT UNION FINANCIAL TRIVIA CHALLENGE!!!



Even Field Honors

Celebrating Character & Leadership in School Sports that Inspires the Best in Us 

Chuck Wilson
Founder & Executive Director

Even Field

Let’s Shine a Light on Character & Leadership 
in R.I. High School & Middle School Sports 

that Inspires the Best in Us!



Even Field Honors

Celebrating Character & Leadership in School Sports that Inspires the Best in Us Thanks to the RIIL for Partnering w/Even Field

Let’s Shine a Light on Character & Leadership in School Sports that 
Inspires the Best in Us!





Hannah Slater
Marketing/Events Manager

Email: hannah.slater@cfapvd.com



riil_sports

riil_sports

@RIIL_sports@RIILSports



R H O D E  I S L A N D  I N T E R S C H O L A S T I C  L E A G U E

2026–27 SEASON

Best of Luck to
Everyone this season!
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